
Brent Eysenbach
Senior Program Manager – Stormwater & Technical Services

Carla Regener 
Natural Resources Manager



• Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control (MCM 4) 
• Performance Standards

• Cuyahoga SWCD program 

• Post-Construction Stormwater Management in New Development and Redevelopment 
(MCM 5)

• Cuyahoga SWCD program 

Basic Training

AGENDA

“We do these things not because they are easy 

but because they are hard”
– John F. Kennedy



Construction Site 
Stormwater Runoff 

Control

Minimum Control Measure 44



Construction 
General Permit 
(OHC000005)

• Ordinance or other regulatory mechanism (e.g. township zoning resolution)

• Equivalent with OHC000005 Construction General Permit

• Update ordinance by April 1, 2022 (1 year from OHQ000004)

Part III.B.4.c.i



Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention 

Plan Review

• Pre-construction SWP3 review and approval on all project > 1 acre or part of a larger 
common plan of development

• Use of an objective tool or software for SWP3 review

• Documentation of communication regarding reviews and revisions 

• Notification to obtain NPDES permit coverage

Part III.B.4.c.ii



SWP3 Checklist

• Plan Review could be a multi-day class. Some checklist items require deeper investigation

• Part III.G.1.e – Information about site soils, quality of stormwater runoff

• Part III.G.1.f – Prior land use

• Part III.G.1.h – Construction/SWP3 implementation sequence

• Part III.G.2.e – Infiltration practice? Show me the soil report w/kSat rate

• Part III.G.2.f – Streams & wetlands?  I hope the developer planned ahead

SWP3 Plan Review



Monthly 
Inspections

• An initial site inspection

• Follow-up inspections on monthly basis (31 calendar days)

• An objective tool for conducting inspections. Ensure all OHC000005 standards are 
addressed 

• Monthly inspections to be conducted by MS4 or representative
• This is different and separate from the weekly and storm event inspections

Part III.B.4.c.iii



TMDL Performance 
Standard

Part III.B.4.c.iv
Do you have a Total Maximum Daily Load in your small MS4?: 

• Total Suspended Solids 

• Nutrients (N, P, NH3)

At a minimum, applicable construction sites which have the following compliance issues 

shall be inspected once every 14 calendar days instead of on a monthly basis:

1. Construction activities have started at the site with no SWP3 completed; 

2. Failure to install sediment basin(s) when the SWP3 and/or site drainage clearly 

indicate as a first step (within 7 days prior to grading and within 7 days of 

grubbing);

3. Failure to implement any sediment/erosion controls; or 

4. Dewatering activities resulting in turbid discharges. 

Inspections can be returned to a monthly basis for the construction site once compliance 

with the above compliance issues have been addressed and verified. 



Annual Report

Your annual report shall document the following: 
a. Number and list of applicable sites in your jurisdiction for the reporting year; 

b. Number of pre-construction SWP3s reviewed, and number approved; 

c. Number and average frequency of site inspections; 

d. Number of violation letters/reports/notices issued; 

e. Number of enforcement actions taken; and

f. Number of complaints (external and internal) received, and number addressed.

DOCUMENT ALONG THE WAY! 

Part III.B.4.c.v



Example Program

• Preliminary Project Discussion (Coordination of City Departments)

• Pre-construction Meetings

• Phase/Transition Meetings

• Build Cooperative Relationships

• Education Always

• Effective Enforcement Process

Cuyahoga SWCD Program Highlights



Code Enforcement

• Put in the work to not get to this point

• Up-to-date stormwater codes with enforcement policy

• Clearly articulated & codified enforcement criteria; minor/major infractions

• Where does the authority rest? Building Dept. Engineering Dept.

• Elected officials and city staff in sync

• Don’t get cold feet…you’ll burn your credibility

Effective Enforcement



Site Meeting

• Applicable (TMDL) sites inspected once every 14 calendar days instead of monthly

• Communicate corrective action priorities in monthly report; DOCUMENTATION!

• 3-day follow-up / 10-day follow-up; within city not terribly difficult

• Request corrective action photos

Enforcement Follow-up



Post-Construction 
Stormwater 

Management in 
New Development and 

Redevelopment 

Minimum Control Measure 55



• Address Stormwater Runoff from 1 ac or greater
• Structural and Non-Structural BMPS
• Ordinance or other regulatory mechanism
• Ensure Long-Term O&M

• Document – decision process – agreement for operation 
and maintenance, responsible party, evaluate success

• Performance Standards – pre-construction review and 
approval, inspection to ensure properly installed, long-
term O&M manual and agreements

• Annual reporting – Number of sites, Number of 
plan reviews, number of LTOM plans developed and 
agreements signed, number of inspections for proper 
installation



Changes:
• Ensure Long-Term O&M including when

property changes ownership
• Ordinance compliant with construction 

general permit
• Additional emphasis to document correct 

installation and enforcement actions
• Clarified a minimum of one inspection per 

permit cycle



Changes:
• SCM type included in mapping
• Annual reporting – number of enforcement 

actions for installation and/or 
maintenance, number of inspections 
performed for maintenance

• MS4 needs to maintain records of LTOM 
agreement and inspections



TMDL Performance Standard
TMDLs:
• Total Suspended Solids
• Nutrients
Provide an educational opportunity to contractors, SWP3 designers, and/or 
employees on OHC000005 Table 4b practices and/or other green infrastructure 
practices.
In addition, your program shall include, at a minimum, one of the following 
performance standards:
a. Retrofit an existing peak-discharging storm water practice;
b. Perform restoration of at least 300 feet of a channelized stream where natural 

channel stability and floodplain restoration will reduce stream erosion; or
c. Update facility design requirements to require OHC000005 Table 4b practices

where feasible.
d. Install one (1) or more Table 4b practices to treat a minimum of 1 acre of 

existing impervious area developed prior to 2003.



Cuyahoga SWCD Program

• Since 2009
• 1350+ SCMs
• 21 Jurisdictions
• Review plans for SCM design
• Transition Meeting
• Annual Inspection of SCMs for maintenance
• Reports sent to Landowners
• Provide education and follow up
• Annual Reporting to Community (mapping, reports, summary)



• Ensure Long-Term O&M including when property 
changes ownership
• Agreement clearly states responsibility and transfer of 

ownership
• Stormwater Easement
• Documented/Recorded with the land



• Ordinance compliant with construction general 
permit (within one year of the update)
• Work with communities to update ordinance 

when CGP is updated



• Additional emphasis to document correct 
installation and enforcement actions
• Transition Meetings
• Require As-built drawings
• Document Enforcement Actions and How 

Resolved



• Clarified a minimum of one inspection per permit 
cycle
• Develop an inspection cycle

• Type of Practice
• Data Collection Software



• SCM type needs to be included in mapping
• Identify type of SCM (detention, retention, bioretention, 

permeable pavers, etc.)



• Annual reporting
• Provide annual reporting to each community

• Provide numbers
• Identify enforcement actions

• Work with landowners for compliance



• MS4 needs to maintain records of LTOM agreements and inspections
• Help communities with proper documentation
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