
Failing Septic 

Systems Pollute 

Our Water 

Do Your Part - 

Be Septic Smart! 
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DID YOU KNOW???   

  There are nearly 11,000 Home Sewage 
Treatment Systems, often called Septic 
Systems, in Cuyahoga County, and over 
235,000 in Northeast Ohio. 
 

  According to a 2013 report by the Ohio 
Department of Health, 38% of the Home 
Sewage Treatment Systems in Northeast 
Ohio are failing. 
 

  According to the same 2013 report, 49% 
of discharging systems - the most common 
type of system in Cuyahoga County - are 
failing. Discharging systems lack a leach 
field, instead discharging directly to the 
environment after passing through a septic 
tank or other form of pretreatment.   
 

  Failing Home Sewage Treatment 
Systems pollute our water with bacteria, 
phosphorus and household chemicals. 
 

  Properly maintaining your Home 
Sewage Treatment System contributes to 
the health of our water, families and 
communities. 
 

Look inside for tips on how you can  

Do Your Part - Be Septic Smart! 




